Green Charter Township Master Plan
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Green Charter Township
21431 Northland Drive
Paris, Ml 49338

Phone: (231) 796-6201
Email: supervisor@greentownship.org
www.greentownship.org
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Vision and Guiding Principles

The Green Charter Township comprehensive master plan includes recommended actions, strategies and
policies intended to improve and guide the community over the next 25 years. To ensure these are
coordinated and effective, they are directed by an overarghiision and set of guiding principles that will
help the Township determine what is most appropriate for the community. Future development should
advance the community and achieve a broad vision for Green Charter Township. The vision and guiding
principles reflect the most significant themes heard from residents throughout the course of the planning
process. They provide the foundation for the recommendations in the comprehensive master plan and
represent the aspirations of the community.

Vision

Green Charter Township will continue to be a welcoming and desirable rural and agricultural commanity
relaxing and quiet location with the comfort and character that people call home. Green Charter Township wil
include safe and quiet neighborhoodsghiquality schoolscommunity facilitiesand the unique character that
defines Green Township. Green Township desires to be a healthy community that provides access to food,
medicine, recreation and an environment that fosters healthy and active lifestyles. Together, these will
cultivateadisk y OG0 aSyasS 2F O2YYdzyAde GKFIG Aa OKSNRAKSR
everyone. Green Township is a great community, however maintaining its desirability requires the community
to adapt and evolve over time. The Township will consider opportunities for new development and work
collaboratively with developers to ensure thiiese opportunities are desired by the residents and provide for
the needs of the community. This approach will enable Green Charter Township to welcome growth and
reinvestment that addresses local needs, is responsive to the context of the Townshiplpsdhee

community achieve its vision.

Guiding Principles

Guiding principles reflect the significant themes that have shaped the Green Charter Township comprehensi\
master plan. These were identified by residents, business owners, public officials and other stakeholders
during the outreach conducted throughouté planning process. They were also informed by analysis of
existing conditions, trends and best practices. Together, they shaped the development and direction of each
recommendation included in the comprehensive master plan and ensured the documentgéfiec
O2YYdzyAlleQa FaLIANI GA2ya F2NJI DNBSY / KIFEINIGSNI ¢26yaKk

1 Continue to preservegricultural properties and large open spadesthe ambient rural nature

1 Ensure that housing is diverse, responsive to community needs and accessible to all

1 Maintain neighborhoods that promote a sense of community and are safe, walkable and active

T WSAYF2NOS (KS GAlGFfAGe 2F GKS NBIA2YyQa aKz2LILA
1 Preserve Green Township as a quiet and inviting rural community within the region

1 Foster community pride and a greater sense of unity for everyone who calls Green Township home
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In 2050 Green Charterownship, which surrounds théllage of Paridhas maintainednuch of its rural quality
- while developing a recognizable suburban character in the areas between the City of Big Rapidesnd
andalong the 19 Mile Road corridoA smallnumberof medium density housing typexistto serve the
needs of residents, who now includ@ increasing number of people commutifiy employment in the Grand
Rapids metropolitan arear working from home The increased interest in condominium type housing, and
the growth inretiree living have been supportethrough effective planning and zoning. Prudent land use
planning has been instrumental in maintaining open space withinrthenship, with the land west of U$31,
many areas east of the Muskegon River, and anesth and northeasof Parisdirectedat low density
residential and agricultural us@scludinghobby farming and equestrian uses.

The Township's strategic location along 18 has encouragesbmeexpansion of commercial and retages

into a bcalshopping hubas well agmportant growth in the area'mited industrialdistricts Technological
changes have continued to impact tkatire state andhave hadan effect on Green Township as wdlhe

ongoing development of FSU as a significant educational and culktgialrce, the development of downtown

Big Rapids, and the Muskegon River have been instrumental in ntakiGyeen Chartefownship area
attractivefor tourism and recreation A good working relationship between the surrounding governmental

units hasfostered effective planning and problem solving. Compatible zoning, land use, and increased sharing
of local sewer and watesystems have been a result.

A township population of approximateB/500, a median household income above the regional average, and
the potentialincrease irtaxable property valuesouldprovidefor the exparsion oftownship services and the
personnel needed to manage those servigédesired Active community support and involvement reinforce
effective Township government. Character, location, amenities adfwidability all contribute to the quality

of life inGreen Chartefownship, making it a desirable place in which to live, workvasitl

COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION
Location

Green Township is numbered 16 north, range 10 west of the congressional survey, and lies in the northwest
corner of Mecosta County.hetownshipcoversmore than37.5 square mileandincludes @amosttwo sections
which naturally belong to Grant township, but are cut off from it by the Muskegon River, and therefore for

O 2 y @Sy sakeyattaSh@dito Green Township.

GreenTownship is bounded bgig Rapid3 ownship on the soutnd Grant bwnshipon the eastBarton

Township in Newaygo County the westand Richmond Township in Osceola Counmtythe north(see fig. 1).

History

Permanent settlement oGreenTownship dates back to the mid 1800's. Dairy and crop farming were
practiced in theearly years. An abundance of forestland, however, made lumber the primary economy for
more than 30 years. Aumber of logging mills were established along the banks of the Muskegonrieeer
Big RapidsThe river itselivas used to transport the clibgs to Muskegon for shipment elsewhere.

The township was organized in 1858, while the county of Mecosta was still attached to Newaygo. It was one
two townships organized before Mecosta County was officially formed, in 1859. Jesse A. Barker was the first
supervisor of Green Township.



The township was nameafter Andrew and Lewis Hzreen,who erected the first frame building, a house, in
1857. The lumber for this house came from Big Prairie, a distanceril@f It was reported that all the

mortices were cut with a mallet and old chisel as there was no auger in the area. This house was located in
section 9 and a barn built in section 4 in 1859. The Green family were the largest owners of land, owning son
1400 acres. They worked hard clearing this land and earning a profit on the lumber. The home they built was
also the first building erected in &tosta County. At that time, only o#i&lf of an acre was cleared in the

present city of Big Rapids by a man named Zerah French.

The first white family in the area was James Montague who settled on section 27 in 1854. The firgababy
bornto James and Laura Montague in 1855; her name was Helen. The first boy, Theophilus Humphrey, was
born in the fall of 1857 to Charles and Jane Humphrey. The first death in the township was that of Mrs. Millar:
in 1859. John McFarlane and Betsey Turk tbartwedding vows in front of the Justice of the Peace, Jesse A.
Barker, and became the first couple to marry in Green Township in 1860. The first school built was a log
building erected in May of 1858 in section 28. The fisit officein 1864, inParis. The census of 1860 gave
Green Township a population of 246 and the one in 1880 listed a population 1,132. The equalized valuation i
1859 of Green Township w&444,306.60.

No history of Green Township can be written without a brief mention of Paris. (A more complete history of
Paris was written by Patricia Todd. A copy is available at the township office.) John Parish was the first white
settler in present Mecosta County, iding his hutin present Green Township in 1851. He bought the land in
1853 and founded the village in 1865 calling it Parish. This name was changed later to Paris. He was the firsi
Postmaster of the Paris post office.

Many of our early settlers have descendants still living in our Township. | will not mention any for fear of
leaving out some. This is a brief history of the founding of our township, but many items are not included in
this report, such as the railroad Faris which was the Northern stop for a while, and it was reported that the
citizens of Green Township gave liberally to its construction cost. Our residents suffered and faced starvation
in the wilderness. An item in the Pioneer of December 31, 1@&#i8 of the hardship of the families in

Northern Osceola County.

In 1881 the State Board of Fish Commissioners established the Paris Fish Hatchery at the site of Cheney Cre
a tributary to the Muskegon River, and alongside the Grand Rapids and Indiana Railroad tracks. This was
Michigan's second fish hatchery, the firmving been established in 1873 at Crystal Springs, near Pokagon, in
Cass County, in which salmon and trout fingerlings were artificially propagated and reared for transportation
in specially equipped railroad cars to other hatcheries for implantatiatremams. A hatchery, ponds, and
overseer's residence were constructed on the west side of the highway. In 1887 a second hatchery building, -
x 80 feet in plan, was built on the east side of the highway. Cram of Detroit designed both hatcheries. The
desiqn of the steeply pitched gablemofed, boardand-batten structures was duplicated later in the hatchery

built at Sault Ste. Marie in 1894. In 1937, as the fish hatchery program reached its peak in Michigan, and unc
the auspices of the Works Progress Axistration (WPA), the hatch house of 1887 was expanded, renovated,
and given its present Colonial Revival appearance. The yhitged clapboarded building has arched

dormers in its steeply pitched intersecting gable roof, a cupola, and gpagried shuters.

On Paris Creek at Paris (west side of Northland Drive, 0.1 miles north of Water Street) is a cobblestone hatcl
house, well house, and retaining wall erected in 1933 to the plans of Ernest Batterson of Kalamazoo, under tl
sponsorship of the federal goverrant (WPA or the Civilian Conservation Corps [CCC]). Because the water
supply was insufficient, it was closed shortly after opening.



The fishrearing ponds have always been the pride of the local citizenry. Since 1976 the Mecosta County Park

Commission has operated the hatchery as a county park.
Writing Credits Author: Kathryn Bishop Ecker

Construction of the nortksouth U.S. 131 expressway in the early 1980's and growth in student enroliment at
Ferris State University have impacted local traffic patterns and surrounding land uses. Additionally, Green
Township has begun to experience incsed residential development as the populatigpreadsoutside
traditional cities and the desire for rural living continues to grow.
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1881, A. B. Cram; 1887 second hatchery building; 1937 renovation and expansion. 22090 Northland Dr.
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Natural Features

The Muskegon River, a key natural resource, flows southward through the eastern side of the township. US
131, a majohighway, carries north/south traffic and separates the central township area from township lands
to the west. Thesentral portion of the Township, between the river and the highway, has become the major
growth area, particularly focommercial and industrial uses. Lands to the east of the Muskegon River and to
the west of the highway have remainedsentially rural in nature.

The central portion of the township contains the Township Offices, as well as available land for development.
The lands to the east of the river present a challewgé respect to fire protection, as well as facilitating
development, due to the existence of ordpe bridge crossingt Hoover RoadTwo alditional bridges are

both in the City of Big Rapids. Expeditious travel from the fire station to the east side is further complicated b
the existence of only one norteouth route through the Citleading to the eastern side of the Township. The
Township land west dhe highway has adequate vehicle access across3d8ndthe area is rural in nature.

The barrier to extensive developmemearthe highway is one of utility extension.

Climate

GreenTownship experiences a range of temperatures and weather throughout an average year. January is
typically thecoldest month, with an average temperature of 19.8°F. July is typically the warmest month of the
year, with an averageemperature of 69°F. September is usually the wettest month of the year, with an
average of 3.95 inches of precipitatiokRebruary, with 1.72 inches, is typically the month with the least
precipitation. Annually, the area receives nearly 37 inchggedipitation. Snowfall generally occurs in seven
months of a year, with the heaviest snowfall occurring in Januaryaveragef 17.6 inches fall. Annually,

there is an average of over 60 inches of sng¢@ee Table 1)

Table 1:Climatelnformation (City of Big Rapids Water Plaf{)CDC 1982025 Monthly Normals
Jan Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec | Annual

Mean Max. Temperature (F) 281 | 31.8| 41.8| 55.6 68| 77|81.2|78.6|70.7|57.6| 43.8| 32.2 55.6
Mean Temperature (F) 19.8| 21.9| 30.4| 43.2 55| 65| 69| 66.5|58.4|46.4| 35.3| 24.9 44.8
Mean Min. Temperature (F) 113 12| 19.1| 30.8 43| 52|56.9|545| 46| 35.2| 26.8| 17.5 33.9
Mean Precipitation (in.) 211| 1.72| 2.43| 3.28| 35| 3.3|3.35|(4.04|395| 34| 32| 241 36.6
Mean Snowfall (in) 176| 126| 83| 1.8 0 0 0 0 0| 03| 41| 164 61.1

Heating Deg Days (base 65 deg Ff 1401 | 1207 | 1071 | 655| 324 | 93| 27| 52| 225| 578| 891 | 1245 7768
Cooling Deg Days (base 65 deg F 0 0 0 1 19| 82| 152 | 100| 25 2 0 0 381
National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration
www.ncdc.noaa.gov

Surface Water and Groundwater

The Muskegon River flows south througGheenTownship. The water quality of the river is favorable for a
growing sporffishing environment. Historically significant in the settlement and economy of the area, the
Muskegon River continues to provideonomic potential in the form of recreationapportunities.
Additionally, the area is wateich due to its plentiful deepvater aquifers. Tributaries of the Muskegon River
traverseGreenTownship and provide drainage to the surrounding af2alzielCreekextends from theriver

to the souhwest quadrant of the Townshifaris Creeland Hhuse Lake are other naturabater features
located inGreenTownship. Land adjacent to these streams and l&tezgiently sustains wetland habitats
that serve as organic filtration systenfdthough the Muskegon River is a major asset to the Township,
seasonal flooding can occur in a few areas along its pathvaitying degrees of severity.



Topography and Soils

The topography oGreenTownship includes a two to thremile wide plain that is now the Muskegon River
basin. The&SoilSurvey of Mecosta County Michigardicates the following soil associations within the
Township.

1 Mecostat This soil association borders the Muskegon River. Mecosta soils are level to gently rolling, somewhat
excessively Perringte@olomalthacat The primary association in the Township is characterized by nearly lestelep,
well drained, somewhat excessively drained, and somewhat poorly drained, loamy and sandy soils thaidaglaed! till
or outwash deposits.

1 Colomar This soil association occurs in the southwest corner of the Township and is nearly level to steep, somewhat
excessively drained, sandy soils that formed in glacial till or outwash deposits. Woodlands predominate on soils of this
association.

1 Drained, sandy soils that formed in outwash deposits or glacial till. These soils are generally suited to construction
and septic tank absorption, but slope and inadequate filtering capacity may be a factor to certain types of development.

Vegetation and Wildlife

GreenTownship provides a habitat to a variety of native vegetation and wildlifexe are manylow-lying
marsheghat are home toseveral species of waterfowBroadleaf deciduous trees and needle leaf evergreens
dominate this local landscapé-orest covenf this type is a native habitat to whitetail deer, upland mammals,
and game birdsThe abundance of natural wildlife makes the area a popular recreational destination for
hunting and fishing activities. Naturateas to observe vegetation and wildlife can be found at the nearby
Manistee National ForesBere Marquette State Forest atide HaymarsiState Game Area that border the
Township. In addition to existing aquatic species of smallmouth bass, nopilerrand walleye, the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources stocks the Muskegon River with both brown and ratirtudw an

ongoing program to create an urban fishery.

DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE
Synopsis

1 In2020 the Township's population we&219and hadfallenat a muchslowe rate 2.2% since 200) than City andCounty
areas. (Tabl@)

I The median age of residents GreenTownship wa88.8yrs, higher than in the City anather
County areas.

1 In2@®0, GreenTownship's proportion of family households is much higher than the City, and is somewhat
lower than Mecosta County and Michigan. (Tab)le

Table 2¢ Population Trends & Projections for Mecosta County and Michigan
% Change Projections

Trends 1990 2000 2010 2020 20102020 2030 2040
Green Township 3,292 3,219 -2.2% 3,346 3,498
Mecosta County 37,317 40,553 42,798 39,714 -1.2% 40,118 41,793
Big Rapids Townshi 3,100 3,249 4,208 3,917 -6.9% 4,279 4,912
City of Big Rapids 12,603 10,849 10,601 7,727 -27.1% 8,187 8,986
Michigan 9,295,277| 9,938,444| 9,883,640 10,077331 2.0% 10,191,441| 10396,974




Green Charter Township

Data & Demographics (As of July 1, 2025)

POPULATION

Total Population

Population in Households

Population in Families

Population in Group Quarters

Population Density

Diversity Indekx

INCOME

Median Household Income

Average Household Income

% of Income for Mortgadge

3,246 (100%)

3,233 (99.6%)

2,548 (78.5%)

13 (0.4%)

88

20

$65,860

$77,618

15%

HOUSING

Total HU (Housing Units)
Owner Occupied HU
Renter Occupied HU
Vacant Housing Units
Median Home Value
Average Home Value

Housing Affordability Indéx

HOUSEHOLDS

Total Households
Average Household Size
Family Households

Average Family Size

Per Capita Income

Wealth Indek

1,640 (100%)
1,152 (70.2%)
263 (16.0%)
225 (13.7%)
$160,897
$182,181

145

1,415
2.28000000000
915

3

$33,842

62

SourceTowncharts.comy.S. Census Bureau Population Figures

Demographics - continued

It is difficult to predict future demographiconsideringl 2 Rl @ Qa SO02y2YAO FyR &2 OAl
safe to say that thé NJSgogkation will continue to increase, although probably at a slower tiade in

recent years. Major impacts on growth and direction will come from the development within Ferris State

' YAOSNBAGEEZ aAOKAIAlLYyQa O2yiAydzSR SO2y2YAO0 NBEO2@S

the Township residents and officials.

The goals and objectives voiced in this document and the desires and opinions of Township residents record

in earliersurveys and interviews indicate a future not greatly different from the present context. Economic
growth and themaintenance of a rural character will remain important factors.



Green Township Facilities
Public Schools

1 Big Rapids Public Schools Sysiem Class B District consisting igfseparate facilitie$ocated in the
City of Big Rapids and Big Rapids Townsfaipilities includ®ig Rapids High SchpBlg Rapids Virtual
School Big Rapids Middle School, Brookside Elementary, Riverview Elementary and the Eastwood Eal
Childhood Center. Total system enroliment fo2B8@vas2,363 students, with a staff obver 200
professionals and suppopersonnel.

1 Crossroads Charter Academyocated in theCity ofBig Rapids, consisting of K through 12, with an
enrolimentof 290in 2026.

1 Reed City AreRublicSchools; Alargeportion of Green Charter Townshipesvered bythe Reed City
Area Public School Districthe district had a 2ZZ6 enrollment of1,456. Elementary, Middle and High
School facilities arcated inthe City of Reed City

1 MecostaOsceola Intermediate School Distiebvides vocational and specialized education to the
area, with six schodlistricts participating. The MOISD Career Center offers vocational and
occupational education in many varied fields. Hacation Center provides various programs for a
large range of special needs students.

CHARTER TOWNSHII

1IALLL

21431 Northland Pr.

A

Township Buildings
Green Chartefownship Hall, located at 2B1 Northland Drive, houses the township officasd meeting hall

Transportation

A major northsouth expressway, UB31, crosses the western part of the townshigighway access is located
at the 19 Mile Roadnterchange, linkingsreenTownshipwith Grand Rapids to the south and Cadillac to the
north. Thereis oneMuskegon River crossing@reenTownship locatedt Hoover Road in Pari§sreen
Township is served by the Mecosta Osceola Transit Autiorityemand responsbus transportation The

City of Big Rapiddso owns Robe#lood Airport, which is operated ity staff The airport is locateglist
south ofGreen Townshipordered by Northland Drive and 18 Mile Rodd.2025, aunwayexpansion project




increasea the primary runway from 800 feet to 5000 feet and increaskthe width from 75 feet to 100 feet.
This allovg for larger capacity aircraft to utilize the airport with the potential for charter and even scheduled
flight services from RobeHood.

Health and Safety Services

CorewellHealth Big Rapids Hospital, located at 605 Oak Street iRdpglsserves the local community and is
directly affiliated withother CorewellHealth facilities in Michigan. This provgfer increased local services

and integrated access to specialty care in @@ewellHealth systemEmergency Medical Services are
dispatched by Meceola Consolidated Central Dispatch, which provides emergemyragiohergency

dispatch services for all public safety agencies in Mecosta and Osceola Counties. Easy accegstéuthe
provided by calling the national emergency access number, BEtosta County EMS units are stationed in
BigRapids Township, the Village of Altona, and c®/between Remus and Barrytorhe City oBig Rapids

Fire Department provides fingrotection, medical first responder and rescue servicesGreen Charter
Townshipas acombinationfull-time andpaid onrcalldepartment with mutualaid agreements in place for all
neighboringdepartments. The Fire Department currently hasl&0 ratingpf 3 commercial and/10 rural.

They operat8engines) mnn Q | Ndudk, B watek ténde, 3 riidue squasland4 grass rigs Police
protection forGreen¢ 2 6 Y A KAL) A4 LINPQJPARSR o6& (GKS aSoOz2ail [/ 2dz
Rapids and the Michigan State Police, Mt. Pleasant Post. Ferris State University and the City of Big Rapids
provide theirown police protection

Utility Services

Water ¢ The majority of Township residents obtain water from individual groundwater wBlitg Rapids
Township operats awater treatmentand distribution facility that serves the airport industrial patkng 18
Mile Road

Wastewater¢ Most household wastewater is managed through private septic syst&mesnTownship
operates a smallsanitarysewer system that provides service along Northland Drive nafrthe airport
including Green HaveSubdivision and the Manufactured Home PardNorthland DriveThe wastewater
collected by the Township system is delivered to the City of Big Rapids for processing imasheivater
treatment plant. The potential for industrighnd commercial development on thEast side of the highway
interchange with US131 arik® Mile Roadnayrequire sewer and water services to be extendetb that area
eventually

Industrial Areas

The Big Rapids area has two designated industrial parks, the Big RapiashipAirport Industrial Park in Big
Rapids Township artie Big Rapids Industrial Park in the City of Big RapliasBig Rapids Industrial Park is
under private ownership and runs under lease arrangements. The City of Big Rapids provides water and sew
services to this parkThe Airport Industrial Park is on 135 acres of land under private/public ownership. This
park is located near UE31 access and adjacent to Rokdaod Airport. Water and sewer services are

provided by Big Rapids Townskwpile electric and gas services are available through public utility companies
Green Township has approximat@g0acres ofvacantproperty zoned industrial just north of the airport
industrial parkat 18 Mile Road.This area has great access to th8131 Expressway via 19 Mile Road and
220" Avenue. There is also fully occupiedindustrial district on 19 Mile Roatkar 200" Avenue in Green
Township




Cemeteries

There arghreemunicipalcemeteries inGreenTownship- ParkhillCemetery West Cemeteryand Crapo
Cemeteryc allowned and operated b@reenTownship St. Ann@& / SYSGSNE A& 2 LISNI G
Catholic Church

Recreation Areas

The Big Rapids area has many recreational opportunBigsRapid3 ownship maintains High Banks Park
located south of theCity on the Muskegon River. The park offers a-hnlé of river frontage featuring water
related recreation optionsCurrently the23-acreparkhas improved restrooms, a picnic area, ball field,
pavilion and wildlifehabit. It is frequently utilizeas the termination point for rivetubing trips on the
Muskegon RiverMecosta Countypperates severgbarks and campgrounds including Paris Park in Green
Township

The City of Big Rapids maintains 215 acres in 16 parks within the city limits, which provide hiking, tennis,
basketball softball, soccer, fishing, picnic area, playgrounds, swimmingkiagng, pavilion rentals, a dog
park andRiverwalk.

White Pine Trail Linear State Pask nearly 93 miless MichigamQ & & Br@esyraito-trail corridor.More

than a dozen towns that tended to trains running between Grand Rapids and Cadillac now cater to hikers anc
bikers by offering food, lodging, or campifipe entire trail is now pavedThe trail offers hiking, biking,dme
skating, cross country skiing and snowmobilidgix mile stretcbf the trail pasesthrough GreenTownship.

aA OKA 3 yTailat BalyDamd. Featuring 23 bridges, 13 scenic overlooks,4fenile trail isnow

complete andanticipated to draw more than 100,000 annual visitors and generate $4.15 million in annual
economic activity with at least 70 new jobs, according to a Michigan State University Center for Economic
Analysis studylt will provide a unique hiking, biking and day use area for the region, with a large potential to
impact the national mountain biking community

There are several golf courses in the area, including two public co@kezs. Laké&olf Qub is privately
operated and locatedess than5 mileseastof Big RapidsKatke Golf Course is owned avgkrated by Ferris
State University in conjunction with the Professional Golf Management program at FSU.



Library System

Green Charter Townshimsesthe Reed City Area District Libranyprovideservice to our residentsThis

libraryis home to 19,000 materials including books, books on CD, graphic novels, magazines, and DVDs. Th
libraryis always adding new, relevant materials as well, including new books and DVDs and special patron
requests! In additionthey have thousands of-eesources including-books and audiobooks with Libby and

video streaming (movies and TV) with Kano@gher libraries in the area includbe Big Rapids Community
Library small library located in the City of Big Rapids that services the township residents of Barton, Big
Rapids, Colfax, Grant, and Norwich as well as the residents of the city of Big Riggdades in furnishings

and technology have made thfigcility much more user friendlyThe FLITE Library érris State Universitg a
5-story referencdibrary located on the FSU campus thadliso available to members of the loc@immunity.

Ferris State University

Ferris State University is a stdtended institution with9,877 students enrolledas ofFall Semeste2025,
includingover7,800located on the Big Rapids Camp@iginally founded in 1884 by Woodbridge N. Ferris,
later governor of the statethe University has evolved into a modern 880 acre local campus, with a significant
physical presence in Grand Rapidschigan, 50 miles to the south. Undergraduate and graduate programs,
AYyOft dzZRAY 3 al aidSNDa offghed inGrdretihah BA-eduBatiohab spacialtea throutydSLO
colleges encompassing 31 Departmertse university emplog 1,219full time and346 part time individuals
across all employment categorieth.9% designated asculty and54.1% as administrative and support staff,
plus an additional,312students employed during the academic yéara total ofover2,800 employees,

YI 1AYy3 Ad asozaemploydrzdzyueQa fF NBSa

COMMUNITY SURVEY

The following chartsre the results of a survey distributed to households acfasenTownshipin Juneof
2025. A total of272surveys were returned and tabulateda return rate of26 percent. people were
encouraged tanswer based on their loAyme experiences versusigsingleevent.



Green Charter Township Master Plan SurveyMonkey

Q1 I am a resident of:

Skipped: 0

Answered: 272

Green Charter
Township

Other (please .
spectiy) . e
% 1% 20% 0% 40% 50% 80% 0% 0% 90% 100%
ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
Green Charter Township 91.2%
Other (please specify) ;%
TOTAL
1/37
Green Charter Township Master Plan SurveyMonkey
Q3 What is your approximate age?
Answered: 270 Skipped: 2
18 or under

19-24

25-34

35-44

45-54

5564

6574

75 or older
0% 0% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
18 or under 0.00%
19-24 0.00%
2534 2.96%
3544 5.56%
4554 4,07%
5564 19.26%
65-74 40.00%
75 or older 28.15%
TOTAL
3/37
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SurveyMaonkey

Q2 How long have you lived and/or owned property in Green Charter
Township?

Answered: 266  Skipped: 6

Less than 3
years
e -
10 years -

More than 25
years
ldon't
live/own
248 propertyin ..
24 0% 0% 20% 0% 40% 50% 60% 70% B0% 90% 100%
272
ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
Less than 3 years 5.26% 14
39 years 16.92% 45
10-25 years 21.80% 58
More than 25 years 56.020% 149
I dont livelown property in the Township 0.00% o
TOTAL 266
2/37
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Q4 In what type of home do you reside?
Answered: 262 Skipped: 10
Stick built
single-family
home
Duplex
Manufactured
Home
Multifamily
(3+unit
apartment/co...
0% 0% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%  BO%  90% 100%
ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
Stick built single-family home 77.86% 204
Duplex 0.38% 1
Manufactured Home 21.76% 57
]
Multifamily (3+ unit apartment/condo) 0.00% ]
0
TOTAL 262
8
15
11
52
108
76
270

4/37
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Q5 Do you live in Green Charter Township year-round?

Answered: 267 Skipped 5

No, | leave:
town for the
winter manths
No, I spend
less than three;
months of th..

%  10%  20% 30% 40% 50% 60%  70%  B0%  90% 100%
ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
Yes 86.14% 230
Mo, | leave town for the winter months. 6.74% 18
Mo, 1 spend less than three months of the year in Green Charter Township, 7.12% 13
TOTAL 267
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Q7 Where do you primarily work?

Answered: 270 Skipped: 2

S

Cadillac Area I

Newaygn Area

Grand Rapids
Area

1 am a student
In Mecasta
County
e _

|ammempmyed|

e -

0 10% 20% 30% 40% S50% BO%  70%  BO%  90% 100%
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SurveyMonkey

Q6 Do you rent or own your home or property in Green Charter Township?

Answered: 271

lown and live
in Green
Charter.

I rent and
live In Green
Charter.

Lawn property
but live
elsewhere

Irent
praperty but
live elsewhere

0% 10%  20%  30%

ANSWER CHOICES
1 own and live in Green Charter Township
I rent and live in Green Chater Township
1 own property bur live elsewhere

1 rent property but live elsewhere
TOTAL

Green Charter Township Master Plan

ANSWER CHOICES
Waork from home

Big Rapids Area
Cadillac Area

Wt Pleasant Area
Baldwin/Ludington Area
Newaygo Area

Grand Rapids Area

1 am a student

In Mecosta County
1 am retired

1 am unemployed

Gther

Total Respondents: 270

40%

6/37

8/37

50%

Skipped: 1

60%  70%  B0%  90% 100%

RESPONSES
B9.67%

0.00%
9.59%

0.74%

SurveyMonkey

RESPONSES
B.89%

20.74%
1.48%
0.37%
0.74%
0.74%
4.44%
0.00%
2.96%
61,85%
0.74%

8.80%

24

167

24
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Q8 From the following list, please select all the reason(s) you have chosen
to live in Green Charter Township.

Answered: 264 Skipped: 8

Grew up here
Cost of living

Schools

Small town
lifestyle

Proximity to
emplayer

Proximity to
Grand Rapids

Safe Area

Local events

Parks & trails

Other

#

0% 20%  30% 40% 50% 60% 70%  BO%  90% 100%
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Green Charter Township Master Plan SurveyMonkey

Q9 In the next five years, do you expect to move out of Green Charter
Township?

Answered: 260  Skipped: 12

Yes

Unsure

g
I

0% 0% 20%  30% 40% S50% 60% T0%  B0%  90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
ves 5.00%

No 77.31% 201
Unsure 17.60%

TOTAL 260

11/37
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ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Grew up here 34.09% %0
Cost of living 23.11% 61
Schaals 14.02% kT
Small town lifestyle 53.03% 140
Proximity to employer 25.00% &
Proximity to Grand Rapids 12.12% 2
Safe Area 47.73% 126
Local events 5.68% 15
Parks & trails 25.38% &7
Other 28.41% 7%

Total Respondents: 264
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Q10 What types of housing would you like to see maore of in Green Charter
Township? (check all that apply)

Answered: 268  Skipped: 4

Attached
hemes...
Detached
homes
Duplexes (2
units)

Trior
Quad-plexes .
(34 units p...

MUIH"am”g
Manufactured
housing

Accessory
dwelling units
(granny flat
Tiny hames
(less than 500
sqft)’

Retirement

or living
Assisted
living or

Idon't want
any new housing

Ho apinion

% 10%  20%  30% 40%  50% B0%  70%  80%  90% 100%

12737




Green Charter Township Master Plan

SurveyMonkey

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Attached single-family homes (townhouses, rowhouses) 16.42% 44
Detached singlefamily homes 56.72% 152
Duplexes (2 units) 10.45% 28
Tri or Quad-plexes (3-4 units per buildings) 5.22% 14
Multi-family housing (apartments/condo development) 6.72% 18
Manutfactured housing 11.19% 30
Accessory dwelling units (granny flats) o guest houses 1157% 31
Tiny homes (less than 500 sq f) 14.93% 40
Retirement communities/senior living 19.08% 51
Assisted living or nursing homes 11.94% 32
| dont want any new housing 25.75% 69
No opinion 13.81% 37
Total Respondents: 268

13/37
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Q12 Please check the strategy you would prefer for each area regarding
growth in the Township.

Answered: 259 Skipped: 13

15/37
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Q11 Please rate your level of concern regarding the following issues:

Answered: 262  Skipped: 10

Quality of
housing
available

Lack of
diverse housing
types

0% 0% 0% 0% 40% S0% 60% 70%  B0%  90% 100%
B veryconce.. [ somewhat.. [ NotConcer.. [l No Opinion
VERY SOMEWHAT NOT NO TOTAL  WEIGHTED
CONCERNED CONCERNED CONCERNED  OPINION AVERAGE
Quality of housing 13.08% 36.15% 30.38% 20.38%
available 34 94 79 53 260 142
Lack of diverse housing 5.88% 20.39% 44.71% 20.02%
types 15 52 114 74 255 1.03
14/37
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Residential

Commarcial

Light
Industrial

Heavy
Industrial

3
E

20% 30% 40% 50% B0%  70%  80%  90% 100%

B encovraged @ Takeitsow.. [ Planned&li.. [ Nogrowth
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Green Charter Township Master Plan

ENCOURAGED  TAKE ITS OWN PLANNED & LIMITED NO

COURSE GROWTH GROWTH
Residential 39.53% 29.64% 19.76% 11.07%
100 I 50 28
Commercial 22.88% 21.61% 33.90% 21.61%
54 51 80 51
Light 19.01% 14.486% 38.43% 28.10%
Industrial 46 35 <] 68
Heavy 11.30% 13.48% 17.39% 57.83%
Industrial 26 31 40 133

17/37
Green Charter Township Master Plan
STRONGLY NEITHER AGREE OR STRONGLY
AGREE DISAGREE DISAGREE

Out of date 20.94% 67.00% 11.97%

49 157 28

Suffering from blight 23.25% 60.00% 16.67%

53 137 38

Satisfactory 35,869 56.12% 8,029

85 133 19

New or recently 6.33% 75.11% 18.55%

renovated 14 166 a1

19/37

SurveyMonkey
TOTAL  WEIGHTED
AVERAGE
253
236
242
230
SurveyMankey
TOTAL  WEIGHTED
AVERAGE
234
228
237
21

0.54

0.63

0.80

Green Charter Township Master Plan

SurveyMonkey

Q13 In general, the physical condition of most housing in Green Charter
Township is:

Answered: 255

Out of date

Suffering from
blight

Satisfactory

New or
recently
renovated

E
e

20%

0%

A%

B svonglyag.. [ Neither Agr
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Q14 Regarding short-term rentals (AirBnB, VRBO, etc.) & long-term

18/37

Skipped: 17

50%  BO%

B strongly DI

0%

BO%

a0

SurveyMonkey

1008

rentals please choose one of the following statements.

Answered: 226

Therelsa
good balance of
owner-occupl

There are toof
many short-termj
rental...

There are not
enough
short-term...

There are too.
many long-term
rental...

There are not

enough

long=term...

There are not

enough

owner-oceup...
0% 10% 20%

ANSWER CHOICES

30%

0%

There is a good balance of owner-occupied homes and rental properties

There are too many short4erm rental properties
There are nol enough short-term rental properties
There are oo many long-lem rental properties
There are not enough long-term rental properties.

There are not enotigh cwner-occupied residences

TOTAL

20/37

Skipped: 47

50%  BO%

70%

BO%

ac%

RESPONSES
53.33%

9.78%
8.00%
0.44%
7.11%

21.33%
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Q15 How would you like to see each of the following change?

Answered: 266 Skipped: 6

Residential
development
(single-fami...

Residential
development
(multipl

Mobile home
parks

Short-term
property
rentals in...

Green|
canstruction.
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Commercial
development

Light
Industrial
development

Heavy
Industrial
development

Bike|
paths/lanes

Prataction of

natural
areas/ope
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projects|

wind turbines
or wind farms

Large scale
solar arrays

Marijuana
facilities

Conventional
agriculture

Township Parks

22737
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Commerch

communication
(cell) towers

Quality of
roads

Quality of
groundwater

Quality of
public
utilities

Community
events
programming

24137
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Commercial &
Industrial tax
base

0% 0% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% B0%  90% 100%

W encovraged [ Takeitsow.. [ Planned@ . [ Nogrowth
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Q16 How important is it that the Township continues to grow and maintain
its population?

Answered: 261 Skipped: 11
Very important,
important

I would
the population|
to decreas

0% 1% 20%  30% 40% 50% 60%  70%  80%  90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Wery important 29.12% 76
Moderately important 47.13% 123
ot important 17.24% 45
| would like the population to decrease 6.51% 17
TOTAL 261
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ENCOURAGED  TAKE TS OWN  PLANNED & NO TOTAL

COURSE LIMITED GROWTH ~ GROWTH

Residential development (single-family homes) 46.15% 27.31% 1B.46% 8.08%
120 7 8 21 260

Residential development (multiple units) 12.60% 24.02% 25.98%  37.40%
townhouses/condominiums 32 61 66 95 254

Mobile home parks. 0.39% 9.80% 2471%  65.10%
1 5 63 166 255

Short-term property rentals in residential areas 4.76% 16.27% 30.56%  48.41%
12 a1 7 122 252

Green construction projects 21.91% 25.50% 2112%  3L47%
55 64 53 79 261

Wind turbines or wind farms 10.34% 8.43% 16.86%  64.37%
27 22 44 168 261

Large scale solar arrays 10.81% 9.27% 15.08%  64.860
28 24 39 168 259

Marijuana facilities 3.45% 9.58% 13.03% 7395
9 25 34 193 261

Conventional agriculture 40.54% 40.54% 12.36% 6.56%
105 105 32 17 259

Township Parks 34.88% 24.42% 27.91%  12.79%
%0 &3 72 33 258

Commercial development 18.39% 21.46% 3L03%  20.12%
8 56 81 76 261

Light Industrial development 17.4%% 19.01% 36.88%  26.62%
46 50 97 70 263

Heavy Industrial development 10.81% 10.04% 18.92%  60.23%
28 26 49 156 259

Bike paths/lanes 35.00% 26.92% 18.08%  20.00%
£ 70 a7 52 260

Pratection of natural areas/open spaces 62.16% 22.39% 10.42% 5.02%
161 58 27 13 259

Commercial communication (cell) towers 22.31% 24.23% 3231%  2L15%
58 & 84 55 260

Quality of roads B0.15% 9.16% 5.40% 2.29%
210 24 22 6 262

Quality of groundwiater 77.91% 13.57% 5.81% 271%
201 s 15 7 258

Quality of public utilities 61.15% 23.08% 11.82% 2.85%
159 80 a1 10 260

Commurity events programming 31.40% 44.57% 11.24%  12.79%
81 115 29 33 258

Commercial & Industrial tax base 18.90% 25.20% 20.92%  25.98%
48 64 76 66 254

26/37
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Q17 Do you support attracting new commercial development to Green
Charter Township?

Answered: 266 Skipped: 6
- _
Mo

Unsure.

0% 0%  20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%  BO%  90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
Yes 40.23%

No 36.08%
Unsure 23.68%
TOTAL
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Q18 Do you think Green Charter Township is growing in a positive way?

Answered: 259 Skipped: 13

Unsure

g

0% 10%  20%  30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%  90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Yes 26.25% &8
No 30.50% 79
Unsure 43.24% 12
TOTAL 259
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Q20 Please indicate your perspective on ORVs and snowmobile use in the
Township. (check all that apply)

Answered: 261 Skipped: 11

Isuppart the|
least number of|
restrictions..
I suppart and

sewthe
econamic...

Twould like
tosee
ORV/snowmobi...

s _

ORV/snowmabile
useon.

Eliminate
ORVfsnowmobile
use fromall...

0% 10%  20%  30% 40% 50% B0% 70% BO0%  90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES. RESPONSES
1 support the least number of restrictions on ORV/snovmobiles. 14.94% 39
I support and see the economic benefit in promoling ORVIsnowmobile use. 38.31% 100
1 would like to see ORV/snowmobile use restricted in neighborhoods within the Township. 206%% 54
1 welcome ORV/snowmobile use on designated streets and trails but believe there should be additional measures in 49.04% 128
place to enforce rules and restrict use on public land and natural areas.

Eliminate ORV/snowmohile use from all natural areas and county/local streets unless on state designated motorized 1264% 33
trails.

Total Respendents: 261
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SurveyMonkey

Q19 Under the current zoning regulations, do you feel that you are:[The
Zoning ordinance can be found here or on the Township website.]

Answered: 258

ANSWER CHOICES
Overegulated
Properly requlated
Underegulated

1 don' know

Mo opinion
TOTAL

Overregulated

Properly
regulated

Underregulated

Idon't know

Ha opinion

0% 0%
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3%

40%
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Skipped: 14

50%

60% 0%

RESPONSES
17.44%

27.52%

26.36%

19.38%

80%  90% 100%

71
24

68

258

SurveyMonkey

Q21 Would Green Charter Township benefit by focusing more on
protecting and promoting its natural assets.

ANSWER CHOICES
Strongly agree
No Opinion

Strongly disagree
TOTAL

s _

No Opinion

Strangly
disagree

Answered: 258

0%

0%

20%

0%
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Skipped: 14

50%

B0% 0%

RESPONSES
73.26%

18,9%%

80%  90% 100%

189

49

258
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Township

Q22 For each of the services below indicate whether you think the level of offce hours
service is appropriate, should be increased, or should be decreased.
(check ane for each service)

Answered: 266 Skipped: 6

Building code
enforcement

Road
maintenance.

Codel
enforcement for
blight

Snow plowing

Strestlighting

&

Palice
protection

Community
events

Fire protection

Availability
of public g
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buildings fo..
Q23 Please list (if any) additional comments or concerns you might have
for the Green Charter Township Planning Commission below.

% 0% 20%  30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%  90% 100% Answered: 92 Skipped: 180
B sppropriate [ increase B Decreace B nio apinion
APPROPRIATE  INCREASE ~ DECREASE  NOOPINION  TOTAL

Road maintenance 29.50% 68.58% 0.00% 1.92%
77 179 0 5 261

Snow plowing 66.67% 26.44% 0.38% 6.51%
174 69 1 17 261

Police prnlg:.tim 62.45% 26.05% 0.77% 10.73%
163 68 2 28 261

Fire protection 64.89% 24.43% 0.38% 10.31%
170 654 1 27 262

Township office hours 46.21% 35.61% 1.14% 17.05%
122 84 3 45 264

Building code enforcement 48.46% 14.62% 9.62% 27.31%
126 38 25 7 260

Code enforcement for blight 23.37% 44.83% 3.45% 28.35%
61 1u7 9 74 261

Streetlighting 57.929% 19.6%% 3.09% 19.31%
150 51 8 50 250

Community events 43.41% 26.74% 3.49% 26.36%
112 69 9 a8 258

Availability of public buildings for public use 53.46% 22.69% 2.31% 21.54%
139 59 6 56 260
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FUTURE LAND USE GOALS

The Natural Environment

Preserve the Muskegon River and other Township lakes, rivers and streams as a resource for recreation and
enjoyment. Protectair and water quality in the area lvgquiring strict standards fqoroperty development
Continue to promoteahe area as a clean and healthy environmentlfang and recreational activés.

Land Use and Township Character

Maintainthe rural pace and comfort of a rural lifestyle for township resider@sgle familyhousing should
continue to be promoted while stitetainingmanylarger agricultural use parcelsLimiting the development
of large industrial and commerciaperations willhelp maintain thequiet ruralpace of lifeand protect our
natural resources

Residential Growth and Development

Provide for orderly residential growth within the township that provides value and variety in housing while
maintainingenvironmental quality.Maintain emphasis on single family housing as weihdspendent living
communities for senia and retirees. Mdium density apartment style housing showolaly be developed

nearthe city of Big RapidsAccessorR 4 Sf f Ay 3 dzy A G & 0! 5dpti@forpranoting cosi S |
effective housing.They should be allowed in alhglefamily residential districts.

Commercial and Industrial Growth and Development
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townshiplocations. Light industrial facilities witemall footprints are desired as opposediange medium and
heavy industrial operationsRigorousdesign and developmerstandards will bevritten and adhered to in
ordertoLINE 1 SO { K Sbeadutyintcknsactef. Daévalpiheht of the Highway Interchange
GommercialDistrictwill enhance economic growth and furthdevelopment

Public Services and Infrastructure

Consider improvingervices and infrastructur®r existing and planned development without unnecessary

and costlyextensions.Tryto expand safe walking, hiking and bicycling routes for the residents and visitors of
the township.

Quality of Life

Promote a high quality of life i@reenTownship through planning and zoning with healthy, balanced and
appropriateland uses.Providesafe venuegor a variety ofoutdoor recreational usesuch as walking, hiking,
biking camping and watebasedactivities. See figures 2 and &reen Charteffownship Zoning Map and
Future Land Use Map.
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